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YOUR PLACE, YOUR PAPER

By CIARA PRATT

BY DAY he is teaching nine-year-
olds — by night he is fighting fires.

Meet T1t1rang1 resident Nik
Edwards.

The deputy principal at Chaucer
School received a Local Hero award
this week at the 2014 Kiwibank
New Zealander of the Year
Awards, honouring his work in the
community.

Mr Edwards is a newly qualified

firefighter at Titirangi fire station

where he has volunteered for more
than two years.

He is also a Sea Scout leader in
New Lynn mentoring young Keas,
Cubs and Scouts.

But that’s not all. Mr Edwards is
also an executive trustee for chari-
table trust One People, One Planet
which encourages children across
the world to promote peace.

After a long day at school he
rarely has an evening free which
doesn’t bother him, he says.

- “I've got two Duracells — I've got
- a lot of energy compared to most

people.”

Mr Edwards says the award is “a
wonderful tribute”.
“I'm very grateful. 'm in awe of

some of the people who were o

there receiving awards.”

A normal Monday can see -Mr
Edwards drop his three children to
school in the morning, teach year 5
and 6 pupils at Chaucer School, lead
a group of Cubs at Sea Scouts until
6.30pm in New Lynn and then
begin fire duty at Titirangi Fire Sta-
" tion until 10pm.

“I might slow down when I die,”
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Nik Edwards

he says. “I would really encourage
anyone to put their name down and
get involved in their community.

“New Zealand survives on the
basis of volunteering and you can
really change people’s lives,” he
says.

Kiwibank chief executive Paul
Brock says the organisation is
proud to help communities cel-
ebrate outstanding citizens.

“New Zealand has a long stand-
ing tradition of community service.
It’s therefore equally important
that we have a tradition like the
Local Heroes awards where we can

give our thanks to those who have |

improved the lives of others in
their communities.”

Local hero: Chaucer School deputy
principal Nik Edwards was awarded a
local hero award for his dedication to
the West Auckland community.

: . Photo: CIARA PRATT

et Fereivat: Jeff Percfv

the group leader of the
Moana Green Bay Scout
one of the largest Scout

.advenrure ina safe. and fun

~ and strengthened N

youth to prawde tmfm w‘tﬁmw
skills, life experlences and

' She has mea%ﬁevelom@
by



as
Rectangle


